Good  books  to  read  aloud 
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and  read 


on  family  reading  night: 


Does  your  family  set  aside  time  that 
is  “family  time?”  Why  not  start  this 
November  16,  which  is  one  night 
when  all  families  in  Illinois  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  turn  off  the  TV,  hang  up  the 
phone  and  spend  some  time  reading 
together.  It's  the  fourth  annual  Fam¬ 
ily  Reading  Night,  sponsored  by  the 
Illinois  State  Library 


The  Hobbit,  by  J.R.R.  Tolkien 

The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy,  by  Douglas  Adams 

A  Wizard  of  Earthsea,  by  Ursula  Le  Guin 

Charlotte's  Web,  by  E.  B.  White 

The  Wheel  on  the  School,  by  Meindert  De  Jong 


Hundreds  of  schools  and  libraries 
and  more  than  30,000  families  usu¬ 
ally  participate.  As  State  Librarian, 
Secretary  of  State  George  Ryan  sent 
a  letter  to  principals  and  librarians 
asking  for  help  in  spreading  the 
word  about  Family  Reading  Night. 

We  need  your  help  too.  Tell  your 
family  and  friends  to  start  making 
plans  for  Family  Reading  Night. 


Does  your  family 
like  to  play  games? 

Here  are  a  few  games  that  you  can 
READ  and  PLAY  on  Family  Reading 
Night: 

Trivial  Pursuit  (Try  the  Disney  ver¬ 
sion.) 

Where  in  the  World  is  Carmen  San- 
diego?  (computer  game) 

Balderdash  (a  dictionary  game) 


Sounder,  by  William  Howard  Armstrong 

or  pick  a  Rebecca  Caudill  Award  nominee  (see  page  4) 

These  are  lengthy  but  exciting  books. 

You'll  need  to  set  aside  many  nights  of 
“family  time”  to  read  the  whole  book. 

Or  you  can  plan  to  finish  it  on  your 
own. 


Tip:  Your  school  or  public  librarian 
has  lots  of  other  ideas  for  good  fami¬ 
ly  reading.  And  if  you  like  hearing 
books  read  aloud,  ask  your  librarian 
about  books  on  tape.  All  of  the  books 
above,  and  many  more,  are  avail¬ 
able  on  cassettes. 


Net  news: 

If  your  home,  school,  or  library  is  connected  to  the  In¬ 
ternet,  you  can  explore  books  in  cyperspace.  Here  is  a 
nice  place  to  visit  on  the  Internet: 

The  Internet  Public  Library  Youth  Section 
http:  /  /ipl.sils.umich.edu/youth  / 
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Here’s  an 
easy  one! 

Find  an  old  white  sheet, 
and  cut  holes  for  your 
eyes  and  nose. 

Presto,  you  are 
CASPER  THE 
FRIENDLY  GHOST, 
from  the  popular 
comic  book  series. 


like  your 

favorite  ROCK  STAR. 

kat  the  book, 
Came  to  Town, 
by  Jan  Marino. 

Use  your  imagination 
for  this  one! 


How  about 
SCARECROW? 
Use  your  brain. 
Pull  out  your 
flannel  shirt, 
tattered  jeans, 
sneakers  and  an 
old  straw  hat. 
Find  a  bandana 
to  tie  around 
your  neck.  Get 
some  straw 
and  stuff  it  in 
the  pockets,  hat 
and  sleeves. 

Put  on  a  smile! 
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The  Screa: 

Razzi,  Jin 
Grosset  &? 


The  Haunting  of 
Cabin  Thirteen 

Holl,  Kristi 
Atheneum,  1987 
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For  TINMAN, 
get  a  box  the 
size  of  your 
upper  body. 

Cut  head  and 
arm  holes. 

Leave  the  bottom 
flaps  open  for 
your  legs.  Use  poster 
board  to  make  tubes 
for  arms  and  legs 
and  to  create 
a  pointed  hat. 

Cover  everything 
with  tinfoil. 

Use  face  paint 
if  desired. 

Be  a  TINMAN 
with  a  heart. 


Ready  for  this  one? 
Dress  up  in  green 
tights  or  jogging 
pants  and  a  green 
turtleneck  or 
sweatshirt.  Make  a 
green  tunic  and  hat 
from  felt.  Stick  a 
feather  in  your  hat 
and  you  will  look 
like  PETER  PAN 


from  the  book  by 


Sir  James  Barrie 


Wish,  and  you  may 
be  able  to  fly! 

(If  you  are  feeling 
villainous,  Hook 
isn't  too  hard  to 
fashion-but  if  you 
dress  up  as  the 
crocodile,  send 
us  a  photo.) 


Oo  efforts  to  change 
r  ^  Halloween  to  the  last 

Friday  in  October  failed  in  the 
Illinois  Legislature  last  session, 
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kids  who  launched  the  idea  got 
some  education  and  attention  in  the 
process.  After  convincing  Illinois 
Senator  Beverly  Fawell  to  sponsor 
SB89,  kids  worked  hard  to  gain 
support  from  other  legislators 
throughout  the  state.  In  the  end,  it 
was  defeated  on  third  reading  by  a 
margin  of  20  to  31.  Is  there 
something  you  believe  in  so  strongly 
that  you  would  seek  to  change  a  law^ 


A  Newbery  Halloween: 

Thirteen  Scary  Stories  by 
Newbery  Award-winning  Authors 

Delacorte  Press,  1993 

taunted  House 

'utton,  1992 

udill  Award  nominee.) 

The  Scary  Stories  series 
Schwartz,  Alvin 
Harper  Row 
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You  are  here! 

We  have  had  a  request  for  titles  of  books  that 
are  set  in  the  great  state  of  ILLINOIS.  Write  us 
if  you’ve  discovered  any  literature  that  seems 
more  real  because  it  describes  a  town  or  city  in 
our  state.  Examples: 

The  Illinois  Mystery  Van, 

Carole  Marsh,  Gallopade,  1992 

Jean  Baptiste  DuSable, 

LaVerne  Johnson,  Empak,  1992 

Hey,  Kids!  We  hope  readers  of  Explore  will  en¬ 
joy  our  new  publication,  Quest,  which  will  be 
coming  your  way  twice  a  year  in  place  of  Ex¬ 
plore.  Join  the  Know  Kidding  Club  to  get  cop¬ 
ies  of  Quest  in  your  mailbox  at  home.  Just 
send  us  a  note:  Illinois  State  Library,  300 
South  Second  St.,  Room  502,  Springfield,  IL 
62701-1796. 
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Ashala  Taylor,  11,  Danville,  told 
us:  William  Shakespeare,  author 
of  Hamlet,  is  my  favorite,  “with 
his  famous  poems,  and  interest¬ 
ing  mysteries  and  stories.” 


Explore  your  library  Choose  the  Next  Caudill  Award  Winner 

The  Rebecca  Caudill  Young  Readers’  Book  Award  is  given  each  year  based  on  votes  by  thousands  of  kids  like  you  in  grades 
4-8  at  schools  throughout  Illinois.  Interested  students  read  three  or  more  books  between  now  and  January.  Then,  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  students  vote  for  their  favorite  book  at  their  school  or  public  library.  Ask  your  librarian  for  the  1996  Caudill  selections. 
Here  are  the  20  titles  you  can  choose  from  when  casting  your  ballot  for  the  Caudill  Award. 


•  Bauer,  Joan.  Squashed. 

Delacorte,  1992.  A  16  year  old  pursues  two  goals  -  growing  the 
largest  pumpkin  in  Iowa  and  losing  20  pounds. 

•  Beattie,  Owen.  Buried  in  Ice. 

Scholastic,  1992.  Explores  a  tragic  and  mysterious  expedition  to 
find  the  Northwest  Passage  in  1845. 

•  Campbell,  Eric.  The  Place  of  Lions. 

Harcourt,  1991.  When  his  plane  crashes,  Chris  sets  out  to  find 
help. 

•  Conly,  Jane.  Crazy  Lady! 

Harper  Collins,  1993.  Vernon  tries  to  deal  with  his  mother’s 
death. 

•  Coville,  Bruce.  Jennifer  Murdley's  Toad. 

Harcourt,  1992.  When  a  fifth  grader  finds  a  magic  toad,  she  em¬ 
barks  on  a  series  of  extraordinary  adventures. 

•  Deuker,  Carl.  Heart  of  a  Champion. 

Little,  1993.  Friends  face  a  strain  on  their  friendship  when  one  is 
kicked  off  of  the  baseball  team. 

•  Fleischman,  Paul.  Bull  Run. 

Harper  Collins,  1993.  Describes  the  glory,  honor,  horror,  and  thrill 
of  the  first  battle  of  the  Civil  War. 

•Freedman,  Russell.  Eleanor  Roosevelt:  A  Life  of  Discovery. 

Clarion,  1993.  A  biography. 

•  Hahn,  Mary  Downing.  Time  for  Andrew. 

Clarion,  1994.  Ghost  story! 

•  Kehret,  Peg.  Horror  at  the  Haunted  House. 

Dutton,  1992.  While  acting  in  a  “haunted  house”  Ellen  is  contact¬ 
ed  by  the  ghost  of  the  former  owner. 


•  Lowry,  Lois.  The  Giver. 

Houghton,  1993.  Science  fiction.  Jonas  becomes  the  “receiver  of 
memories”  and  discovers  a  terrible  secret. 

•  MacBride,  Roger  Lea.  Little  House  on  Rocky  Ridge. 

Harper  Collins,  1993.  In  1894,  Laura  Ingalls  Wilder  and  her  family 
make  a  long  and  difficult  journey  to  Missouri. 

•  MacLachlan,  Patricia.  Baby. 

Delacorte,  1993.  A  family  takes  care  of  a  baby  left  with  them  at  the 
end  of  tourist  season. 

•  Marino,  Jan.  The  Day  Elvis  Came  to  Town. 

Little,  1991.  Wanda  is  upset  when  her  parents’  glamorous  boarder 
doesn’t  introduce  her  to  Elvis  Presley. 

•McKissick,  Patricia.  The  Dark  Thirty. 

Knopf,  1992.  Tales  of  the  supernatural. 

•  Meyer,  Carolyn.  Where  the  Broken  Heart  Still  Beats. 

Gulliver,  1992.  Story  of  Cynthia  Ann  Parker,  taken  as  a  child  and 
raised  by  Comanche  Indians. 

•  Patneaude,  David.  Someone  Was  Watching. 

Whitman,  1993.  When  his  baby  sister  disappears,  everyone  assumes 
she  has  drowned  in  the  river,  except  Chris. 

•  Paulsen,  Gary.  Canyons. 

Delacorte,  1990.  Finding  a  skull  on  a  camping  trip  leads  to  adventure. 

•  Sterman,  Betsy.  Backyard  Dragon. 

Harper  Collins,  1993.  Three  friends  help  a  15th-century  Welsh  dragon 
find  its  way  home. 

•  Taylor,  Theodore.  Timothy  of  the  Cay. 

Harcourt,  1993.  Timothy  is  shipwrecked  on  a  tiny  Caribbean  island. 


GEORGE  H.  RYAN  •  Secretary  of  State  and  State  Librarian 
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